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Mr. Montagu, and the presentation of the report by him and'
the then Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford 429, should, in the circum-
stances, be boycotted by the Congress. These elections
were scheduled to take piace before the annual session of
the Congress, and the verdict therefore of a special session
of the Congress became necessary.

When I took charge of the meeting I felt that as the Cen-
tral Hindu College and its boardinghouses were vacant owing'
to the summer vacations, I could easily house the members
of the Committee and hold its meetings in the spacious
rooms and halls of the institution. I had, however, counted
without my host. The Central Hindu College had long before
this passed into the hands of the Benares Hindu University,
as readers will recollect, with Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya
as its virtual head. I had no doubt that I would be able to-
get his permission for the use of these buildings for this
purpose. My surprise was therefore great indeed when,.
despite my telegrams and letters, entreaties and exhortations,
he not only declined to allow the halls of the old College
for the meetings of the Committee, but also refused permis-
sion for the use of the boardinghouse even for the accom-
modation of the members. I was amazed and confused, and
did not know what to do and where to go.

It was a job, making arrangements for the accommodation!
in private houses of members who were to come in large
numbers from all over the country. That, however, I managed.
The problem of the meeting still remained. As the mat-
ters to be discussed were to be momentous, I did not
want to go to the municipal Town Hall as that place was
too public.   I therefore bethought myself of the hall of The